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Sometimes government gets thmgs right

Here's a paradoo,

Heallh care reform mayhedeieated this
vear in part because 2o many Americans be-
lieve the government can't do anything right
and fear that a doctor will come ta resemble
an IRS agent with a scalpel. Yet the part of
America’s health care system lhal consumers
like best is the government-run part.

Fifty-six percent to 60 percent of people in
government-run Medicare rate it a 8 or 10'on
a 10-point scale. In contrast, only 40 percent of
those enrolled in private insuranee rank their
plans that high.

Multiple surveys back that up. For exam-
ple, 68 percent of those in Medicare feel that

their own interests are the ‘compared
with only 48 percent of those enrelled in pri-
vate insurance.

In truth, despite the deeply ingrained
American conviction that government is bum-
bling when it 12 not evil, government inferven-
tion has been a step up in some areas from the
privale sector”

Until the mid-19th century, firefighting was
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day’s health tnsm'ance lubb:nstsnﬁghtlnbﬂl
“gocialized firefighting.” In effect, we have a sin-
gle-payer system of public fire departments.

We have the same for palicing, If the secu-
rity guard business were as agthe
health insurance industry, then it would be de-
nouncing “government takeovers” and “so-
r-iallzed eawurk.” i

mnme industrialized wkl, there
| of these areas where govern-
mems flll needs better than free markets: fire
protection, police work, education, postal ser-
vice, libraries, health eare. The United States
goes along with this international frend in ev-
ery area but one; health care.

The truth is that government, for all its
flaws, manages to do some Lhings right, 20
that today few people doubt the wisdom of
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50 percent more likely to receive recommend-

&d care than Americans as a whole.
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The biggest weakness of
private industry is not
inefficiency but unfairness.
The business model of
private insurance has
become, in part, to collect
premiums from healthy
people and reject those
likely to get sick.

away to cancel their
. A reader wrote in this week to tell me sbout

they start out healthy and then get sick, to find
m

“a cplleague of hers who had health insurance
‘through her eompany, The woman received

amurgm'd]&gmam afew weeks ago and she
now faces chemotherapy co-payments that
she cannot afford. Worse, because she isnow -
unable to work and has to foeus on treatment,
she has been shifted to short-term disability
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She can heep herh:muranﬂﬁ if shie makes
uﬁmentsnnherm . but she can’l af-
her case, her Bompany will volun-

tarily help her — hut 1 just don't understand
why we may be about to reject health reform
and stick with a dysfunctional system that
mhﬂﬂwayﬂmhaa]thmcmgeufhmﬂwnrk
ing Americans when they become too sick
with cancer to work.
- On my blog, foreigners regularly express
bewilﬂemnent that America may reject reform
and stick with a system that drives families in-

. to bankruptey when they get sick. That's what

expect from the Central African Repub-

- lic, not the United States.

. Let’s hope we won't miss this chance. A
blic role in health care shouldn't be any
m'mure repugnant ﬂ-tan a puiblic fire




