COMPASS: Other points of view

Richest country can fund adequate care

By MARY ELLEN GORDIAN

A hundred years ago medical care didn't
make much difference to whether you lived
or died. But now medical eare has become adept
at saving lives. It is as necessary a part of eur-
rent human life as sanitation or transporta-
tion,

Our health care syslem has exeellent pro-
viders, and uses excellent technology, but
we-are getling very poor resulls. Each year
costs increase while our infant mortality rate
is higher than 37 other countries including
Cuba and Slovenia. We are now paving more
than 16 percent of our gross national product
on health eare. That’s almost twice as much
per persan as any other country. And people
in other developed countries are living longer
and healthier fives,

We think of medieal care like a commaodi-
ty, like a car or an iPod, to be purchased with
disposable funds. But health care is not a
free-market arrangement, It is also based on
human compassion,

Ifyou have a heart attack and call 911, the
dispatchet doesn't inquire about your finan-
cial status before calling an ambulance. In-
stead, you receive life-saving care regardiess
of your ability to pay. But somebody pays. |

We cannot rely on
canisiers located
11 Grocery-store
caunieriops 1o pay
Jor medical
treatments.

Those people who insist that they don't
want to pay for oiher people’s care are delud-
ing themselves. Theyare a doing so.
The cost for emergeney medical treatment
i distributed to everyone through increased
insurance premiums, increased deductions
Irom paychecks, increaged outZof pocket ex-
penses, and inereased governmient programs.

So should we keep a system where we all
pay for emergency care for about one-fifth of
our people, while they are déniad basic pri-
mary care and preventive care that might
avert the emergen

Currently, most health insurance ig tied to
employment. The insurance compantes are
dehghted with that arrangement. After all

the boss takes the premiums out of your pay-

they don’t have to hassle you for payments;

check. Hyou get really sick, you probably will
not be able to work and you will lose your in-
surance. That lcts the insurance company off
the hook. }

Our health ingurance is a regressive Lax.
It comes out of :.rm;;gamheeln It is not based
an income, it is based on age and infirmities,
It is paid to the insurance companies whose
basle motivation is not to provide us access to
health care but to make & profit for investors,

Having a national health insurance would
nol bankrupt our country, but not having one
mosi certainly will. We eannot rely on canis-
ters lovaled on grocery-store countertops to
pay for medical ireatments.

Let’s start thinking about health care like
we think aboul Lhe fire department. Would
youreally want the fire department to on-

Iy put out fires for people who eould pay for
it? We, the richest country on earth, can use
our wealth and pewer to (und adequate health
care, 1
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